
Dear PCAA Members and Friends,

We hope that you're keeping well, and feeling a little more optimistic
as Covid restrictions relax a little bit. We are still being very cautious
at the Arts Centre. Maximum attendance numbers for events will still
be much lower than usual and audiences are required to keep their
face masks on, covering mouth and nose, during any performance
and while they move through the building. This is to keep everyone as
healthy as possible, in body and mind. Many are still very anxious, yet
keen to do start doing things they enjoy again. Care and
consideration all round means we can all enjoy concerts and events.

February's exhibition in the café gallery is from the Forth Collective.
Pam Hamilton writes "We have come together to share our love of art
and are delighted to offer an eclectic selection, which represents our
different avenues of creativity. The lockdown has given the time and
space to explore some new areas of art and we, as a small group, are
happy to share the fruit of our labours. There will be a selection of
paintings and textile pieces in different styles and mediums and some
jewellery. We are grateful to have this opportunity to show our work."
Their exhibition opens on Monday 7th February in the café-gallery and
runs until Saturday 5th March.

On Sunday 13th February at 3pm, multi-award winning harpist Ailie
Robertson will be performing for us. Only a few tickets are left -
please email penicuikarts.org@gmail.com or text 07815052929.
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Looking ahead, local female harmony group "The Castaways" will
perform at the Arts Centre on Sunday 20th March at 3pm. Tickets
(£7) will be available from the beginning of March from the café
gallery at 4 West Street, or from Pen-y-Coe Press at 7 Bridge Street,
or online from our website (www.penicuikarts.org). This is a benefit
concert and all proceeds will help us keep the Arts Centre building
open and safe. Every little helps!

Jenni, who runs the café cooperative at the Arts Centre is still looking
for people to join the coop and take an active part in running the café.
Please call in for a job description and to express interest.

Unfortunately, due to increasing running costs, we have to increase
our room rental rates a little. From 1st April 2022, the hourly rate for
the largest room will be on a sliding scale up to £20 - depending if the
hire is profit-making or not. The smaller room rental rates will
increase to £12 an hour. We thank our room hirers for their continuing
support and understanding.

Speaking of room rentals, we are looking for a physically able
volunteer (or two) to take a turn once a month to put up tables in
room 1 at 9am on a Tuesday morning for the embroidery group, and
to take them down again any time after 3pm the same day. Just once
a month - and/or to cover for when Dave and I are away - which isn't
often. Please email penicuikarts.org@gmail.com to offer your help.
Many thanks.

Here is an easy free way to support the PCAA financially for people
who shop online for weekly groceries, clothes, gifts, furniture,
household goods, home services, car insurance etc. The Penicuik
Community Arts Association is now registered with easyfundraising,
which means you can raise FREE donations for us every time you shop
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online. Over 6,000 shops and sites will donate to us when you use
easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself!

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so
we’d really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and
support us. It’s completely FREE and only takes a moment.

Easyfundraising is highly reputable, does not share your name &
details, & does not require your bank details etc - it simply links you
to your online retailer of choice where you shop as normal, but by
arriving there via the easyfundraising website, you trigger the
donation from the retailer.
You can find our easyfundraising page here. Thank you so much!

Finally, for creative people concerned about the climate crisis - here is
a Nationwide project to take part in - creating green hearts to send to
MPs in a mass demonstration of concern. Please click here for
wonderful creative ideas! (You'll need to scroll up and down the
web page).

We look forward to welcoming you at the West Street Arts Centre.
Best wishes!
Sue

PS - posters and more information can be found below.
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PCAA Publications
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The PCAA Community Poetry Book “Pentland Voices” is
available at £10 from the Arts Centre café, from Pen-y-Coe press or
online (https://www.penicuikarts.org/). With a foreword by Gerda
Stevenson and illustrated in full colour by local artists, it's a collection
of work from local writers, much of it inspired by our town and
countryside, and some inspired by family, friends, or other people.
The PCAA receives a small profit from the sales which is extremely
helpful as we try to restore our financial reserves to pay our bills and
to meet the next major building repair bill.
There are still two or three PCAA calendars left which we are selling at
cost price - £7. It's very attractive, illustrated with local artists’ work.
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Regular PCAA events
Monday mornings: The PCAA Art Group meets to sketch or paint
together, and discuss their projects. Please contact Jackie on
pcaa@penicuikarts.org with “Art Group” in the subject.

One Saturday afternoon a month: a new PCAA music group meets
3-5pm to play traditional and other music together on our various
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instruments. It’s only just started and is experimental at the moment.
If you play at “intermediate” level or above and would like to join us,
please contact Sue on pcaa@penicuikarts.org with “Music Group” in
the subject.

Becoming a PCAA member

This general newsletter goes out to PCAA members and friends.

If you are a member, you will also receive a members-only newsletter
once a quarter, and can attend a free members-only social event once
or twice a year.

If you are an artist and wish to exhibit your work for sale in one of
our monthly slots in the café-gallery, you need to be a fully paid-up
member.

If you’re not already a member, we hope that you’ll consider joining
our friendly community of amateur artists, musicians, crafters,
photographers, writers, gardeners, actors and general supporters to
help keep Penicuik’s very own Arts Association and Arts Centre on the
road!

You can join online (https://www.penicuikarts.org/  and click
“membership” in the top menu, or find the “How to Join Us” button at
the bottom right when you scroll down),
or email us (pcaa@penicuikarts.org) to let us know you want to
join, or pop into the café and ask for a membership form.

Looking forward to seeing you at one of our events or exhibitions!

Please visit our PCAA website for full details of events and exhibitions
- scroll down and click the Calendar "What's On".
www.penicuikarts.org
You can find all sorts of information on the website - about the café-
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gallery, exhibitions, concerts, room hire, past history etc etc.
Your suggestions for the website are very welcome - just email us at
penicuikarts.org@gmail.com. Thank you!

Penicuik Community Arts Association

4 West Street, Penicuik, EH26 9DL

Email: penicuikarts.org@gmail.com

(OSCR SC 014154)
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