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Dear PCAA members and friends, 

Friday 10th June 7:30pm Kirsty Law in Concert 

We are now looking forward to a concert from vocalist and singing 
teacher Kirsty Law. Kirsty is leading our singing workshop series. As a 
finale she will perform a concert for us, hopefully with a bit of support 
from the singing workshop participants. 

Tickets are £5 from the Arts Centre café, or online (you can click the link 
for a short cut to buy tickets): 

https://www.penicuikarts.org/product/kirsty-law-in-concert-
friday-10th-june-2022-730pm/ 

This will be a lovely evening of song to end our 2021-2022 season. 

Free Storytelling Workshops! 

Finally, we are very excited to launch another amazing community 
project - please see the poster below and email Sue 
(penicuikarts.org@gmail.com) if you’re interested in one of the free 
places! 

PCAA 45th Birthday project 

The PCAA celebrates 45 years of activity this year! The committee is 
planning a modest celebration to take place later in the year. 

Meanwhile, we’d love our members and friends to contribute to a series 
of small “patchwork” wall hangings. We’re sussing out interest NOW 
from members and friends to make six-inch squares in different media - 
embroidery, knitting, crochet, painting etc with a view to making a series 
of small “patchwork” panels to contribute to 45th birthday exhibition. The 
designs can be anything inspired by the PCAA - abstract or otherwise. 

The small social gathering at the end of Penfest week made a start with 
some felted squares which are in the process of being joined together.
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Many thanks to everyone who attended the PCAA AGM and who 
supported our PENFEST 2022 events. They were very much enjoyed by 
the audiences and participants. 

The “Show and Tell” afternoon was well attended and we were 
particularly pleased to welcome Shona Hardie, Penicuik’s Citizen of the 
Year, to award prizes to the winners of the PCAA Community Postcard 
Competition. We were also very pleased to welcome the under-16 
winners Fiona Thomson and her mum and brownie pack leader (10th 
Penicuik), Hannah Brown and her mum. One of our adult winners, 
Andrew Gillie, was represented by his partner Ann, and adult winner 
Rebekah Sloan came along after Sunday’s concert to collect her prize. 

Following the prize giving, the artists whose work was on display in the 
café and in room 1 during May gave short informal talks on their 
exhibited work, making a very enjoyable afternoon. 

  

  



The Postcard competition exhibition will remain in Room 2 at the Arts 
Centre for another month. Postcards of the winning entries are on sale 
at £1 for 4, and runners up entries are available as a set of notelets and 
envelopes at £5 for 10. 

The concert from the Roxburgh Quartet was superb and enjoyed by a 
full audience. It was another thoroughly sociable and enjoyable 
afternoon with an outstanding performance of 3 Divertimenti by Britten 
and the String Quartet in G major D887 by Schubert, finishing with 
blether and refreshments. 

Damian Callan’s talk and demonstrationon 
how to paint like Renoir was also wonderful. A 
smaller but very appreciative audience was 
entertained and educated during a very 
relaxed evening. Even though I don’t paint, I 
was absolutely fascinated to see a Renoir-like 
painting emerge as Damian explained the 
technique. 

Saturday 28th May was a big day for a lot 
of folk in Penicuik, with the Hunter & Lass 
parade and Penicuik in the Park organised 
by the Rotary club. Nancy Bryce booked a 
space for the PCAA for a plant sales table, 
and we also offered beautiful stained glass 
butterflies hand made by Cathy Ritchie, as 
well as the postcards and notelets printed 
from the Community Postcard Art 
Competition winners and runners up 
entries. 



Penfest week ended with a Members 
only social. Because so few people 
signed up for this, we ran it as a felting 
workshop with refreshments and blether. 
Many thanks to Jenni Thomson for 
supplying the materials and giving her 
time to this very enjoyable afternoon! We 
each made a 6-inch squares which 
Annemarie Grant will join together to form 
a small wall hanging to celebrate the 
PCAA’s 45th Anniversary. Please see the 
article above! 

Meanwhile the Open Studios attracted visitors over two weekends. 
Sadly I couldn’t make it to Christine Finlayson’s studio (but I’m told she 
had exquisite stitching on display), but I managed a lightening visit to 
the Penicuik Potters at Valleyfield House, where visitors were engaged 
in glazing Raku fired pots, and another quick visit to Christina Suter’s 
Weaving Studio in West Street, where she was busy working on her 
wonderful loom. 



PCAA Publications 
The PCAA Community Poetry Book “Pentland Voices” is 
available at £10 from the Arts Centre café, from Pen-y-Coe press 
or online (https://www.penicuikarts.org/). With a foreword by Gerda 
Stevenson and illustrated in full colour by local artists, it's a 
collection of work from local writers, much of it inspired by our 
town and countryside, and some inspired by family, friends, or 
other people. The PCAA receives a small profit from the sales 
which is extremely helpful as we try to restore our financial 
reserves to pay our bills and to meet the next major building repair 
bill.

https://www.penicuikarts.org/


Regular PCAA events 
Monday mornings: The PCAA Art Group meets to sketch or paint 
together, and discuss their projects. Please contact Jackie on 
pcaa@penicuikarts.org with “Art Group” in the subject. 

One Saturday afternoon a month: a new PCAA music group meets 
3-5pm to play traditional and other music together on our various 
instruments. It’s only just started and is experimental at the moment. If 
you play at “intermediate” level or above and would like to join us, 
please contact Sue on pcaa@penicuikarts.org with “Music Group” in 
the subject.
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Becoming a PCAA member 
This general newsletter goes out to PCAA members and friends. 

If you are a member, you will also receive a members-only newsletter 
once a quarter, and can attend a free members-only social event once 
or twice a year. 

If you are an artist and wish to exhibit your work for sale in one of our 
monthly slots in the café-gallery, you need to be a fully paid-up 
member. 

If you’re not already a member, we hope that you’ll consider joining our 
friendly community of amateur artists, musicians, crafters, 
photographers, writers, gardeners, actors and general supporters to 
help keep Penicuik’s very own Arts Association and Arts Centre on the 
road! 

The PCAA needs its members. Apart from the small amount of 
income that we raise from membership fees, more important is the 
demonstrable support for the organisation shown by membership 
numbers. This is important for our grant applications for projects, 
concerts and running costs. If we can’t demonstrate a healthy 
membership to our funders that justifies running an Arts Centre, then 
we wouldn’t get the grants, and the PCAA would fade away. 

You can join online (https://www.penicuikarts.org/  and click 
“membership” in the top menu, or find the “How to Join Us” button at 
the bottom right when you scroll down), 
or email us (pcaa@penicuikarts.org) to let us know you want to join, 
or pop into the café and ask for a membership form. 

Looking forward to seeing you at one of our events or exhibitions 

Please visit our PCAA website for full details of events and exhibitions 
- scroll down and click the Calendar "What's On”. 

www.penicuikarts.org 

You can find all sorts of information on the website - about the café-
gallery, exhibitions, concerts, room hire, past history etc etc. 

Your suggestions for the website are very welcome - just email us 
at penicuikarts.org@gmail.com. Thank you! 

If you wish to unsubscribe from all PCAA news and emails, please 
contact us at penicuikarts.org@gmail.com. 
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